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Abstract

Since Viktor Orban’s return to power in 2010 as the leader of the Fidesz
party, Hungary's foreign policy has undergone a significant transformation.
This articler examines the pragmatic foreign policy of the Orban
administration, particularly its “Eastern Opening” policy, which involves
deepening cooperation with non-Western powers such as China and Russia
while challenging EU norms. Orban’s government governs under an “illiberal
democracy” model, emphasizing national sovereignty and economic
independence. By leveraging both multilateral and bilateral strategies,
Hungary seeks to reshape its geopolitical positioning. The study highlights
Orban’s “sovereigntist pragmatism,” a policy framework that prioritizes
national interests over adherence to international norms. While Hungary’s
foreign policy has yielded certain economic benefits, its challenges to EU
values and alignment with non-Western powers have made it one of the most
controversial EU member states. The article concludes that although
Orban’s foreign policy may bring short-term economic gains, its long-term
implications, including risks to national security and international cooperation,

warrant further scrutiny.

Keywords: illiberal democracy, Eastern Opening, sovereigntist pragmatism,
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